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PACS NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2018 
 
Dear PACS members 
 
Please find information on coming events which I hope you will find interesting and are able to attend. 
 

Adoption UK - FASD Conference: Seeking a brighter future for our children –  
Diagnostic challenges and implication for support 

11 May 2018 – 9.30 – 4.00 – Registration 9.15 
Edinburgh, Norton Park Conference Centre, 57 Albion Road, Edinburgh EH7 5QY 

 
Adoption UK is hosting this conference which is aimed at adoptive parents, carers, practitioners and 
clinicians from across the UK. It will provide the opportunity for attendees to further increase their 
knowledge not only about the impact of FASD on children and young people, but also how one can 
better support them with the life long implications of this condition. 
 
Speakers: 
Dr. Raja Mukherjee, consultant psychiatrist and internationally acclaimed expert on FASD. 
 
Lee Harvey-Heath, an adult living with FASD. 
 
Dr. Patricia Jackson, and Dr. Chris Steer, Consultant Paediatrician in Fife, who have been involved in 
the development of the FASD diagnostic pathway in Scotland.  
 
Professor Moira Plant, Emeritus Professor of Alcohol Studies art the University of the West of 
England in Bristol, and Adjunction Professor at Curtin University in Perth, Australia. 
 
Afternoon workshops will provide the opportunity to address practical issues around gaining a 
diagnosis, supporting young people, education and strategies rather than solutions to support those 
affected by the disorder to reach their full potential and thrive in life.  
 
As usual PACS will pay for this conference. Tickets are limited, and I have reserved five places for 
PACS members.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you wish to attend, and no later than 
Monday 23 April.  
 
 
I would like to draw your attention to a recent very helpful publication on FASD by Mary Mather, a 

retired Consultant Community Paediatrician, very experienced in the field of adoption and foster care.  

She has a particular interest in the long-term effects of drug and alcohol misuse in pregnancy.  

Dealing with Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder – A guide for social workers, 2018 Published by 
CoramBAAF Adoption and Fostering Academy www.corambaaf.org.uk -£10.95 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.corambaaf.org.uk/
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Joint meeting between PACS and GAP (Group for Adopted People)  
Saturday 2 June 2018, 12 - 2.30  

Logie Kirk, Alloa Road, Causewayhead, Stirling, FK9 5LH 
 

G.A.P. is a voluntary independent group offering support for adopted people, by adopted people, 
which is funded by three local councils.  They share experiences of growing up in an adoptive family 
and their search for birth relatives.  We have had several meetings between G.A.P and PACS, very 
much benefiting in exploring together about the challenges, complexities and benefits of adoption 
over the years. 
 
We have invited to the meeting Jacqui Goodwin, a social work student from Charles Stuart University 
in Australia, who has just started a 4 month placement hosted by the Centre of Child Wellbeing and 
Protection at University of Stirling in collaboration with AFA Scotland. Jacqui has worked as an 
adoption case worker in Australia for four years and has a particular interest in services for adopted 
adults.  Jacqui will share with us her current work on a briefing paper, regarding the experiences of 
adopted adults, and the resulting implications for practice issues.  
 
Please just turn up - a sandwich lunch will be provided. 
 

PACS Annual General  
Saturday 2 June 2018, 3.00-3.45  

Logie Kirk, Alloa Road, Causewayhead, Stirling, FK9 5LH 
 
We always welcome ideas and opinions on improving the PACS service and new members joining 
our Committee. 
 
Delivering the PACS Newsletter 
This is done through the Grangemouth Social Work Department, very ably and helpfully assisted by 
Nicola Ritchie, clerical assistant to the Adoption and Fostering Team.  The Newsletters are sent by 
email to 75 members, and to 96 by post.  Posting is both expensive and time consuming, and unlike 
email takes longer to reach PACS members.  I sometimes get short notice of events/meetings which 
would take too long to get to members by post for them to be able to attend.  We have therefore 
decided that this will be the last newsletter to go out by post.  We very much hope that you would like 
to continue to receive the newsletters and agree to receive them through the internet.  To do so 
please advise Nicola at fostering@falkirk.gov.uk.  The privacy of your email will be protected.  Each 
member will receive a copy of the message, but the email addresses of the other members will be 
shielded from view.  
 
 
Please look out for our next newsletter with information about two new, attractive and easy to use 
publications by PACS, for children and young people with broken attachments in their lives:  My Safe 
Book for primary age children, and Help! I Can’t Switch Off for teenagers, young adults or any age! 
 
 
With best wishes 
Rena 

mailto:fostering@falkirk.gov.uk

